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Abstract: The proliferation of new digital villages, represented by Taobao villages, is profoundly affecting the
production, life, livelihood and urban-rural relations in contemporary Chinese villages, and promoting the new
urbanization process in the information era. This paper systematically compares the relationship between Taobao
villages, mobile Internet and new urbanization. It is argued that Taobao Village is a typical representative of new
urbanization through grassroots entrepreneurs participating in national and international production and
consumption systems through information networks, breaking through traditional spatial network constraints, and
achieving a leap in the status, scale and function of villages. It is pointed out that Taobao Village effectively solves
the legacy problems of traditional urbanization and is an important reference for China to enter a new development
stage and practice the rural revitalization strategy. Based on the panel data of 31 provinces (cities) across China
from 2013-2021, the basic and heterogeneous transmission mechanisms of Taobao villages affecting new
urbanization are empirically analyzed. It is found that: Taobao villages can directly and significantly promote
urbanization level; mobile Internet penetration plays a moderating role between Taobao villages and urbanization
level; there is obvious regional heterogeneity in the promotion effect of Taobao villages on urbanization, and
dynamic and differentiated urbanization development strategies should be implemented.
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